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JOHN'S JUMP
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JOHN'SJUMP

John Helms is a very lucky man.

One week ago John jumped off the
Empire State Building in New
York City - and he lived. It was
Christmas time. John said, “One
week ago I wanted to be dead.
Now I know it’s good to be alive.”
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John Helms with some of his paintings

“I was all alone.”

John Helms is 26 years old. He
paints pictures. He came to New
York to sell his paintings. He had
no family and no friends in the
city. Nobody wanted his paintings.
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“I was all alone,” he said. aimde
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“I wanted to die.”

“I was very unhappy. It was
Christmas time. Nobody wanted
my paintings. Everyone had a family,
everyone was having Christmas
parties, and everyone had a friend. I
had no-one, and nowhere to go. I
wanted to die.”
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The Empire State Building in New York

“I said a prayer and then I
jumped.”

John went to the Empire State
Building. Thebuildingis 381 metres
high. He went up to the 86th floor.
He went outside onto an platform.
“Ilooked down,” John said, “and I

couldsee cars on Fifth Avenue. They
were like ants. I said a prayer and
then I jumped.”
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Strong winds blew John Helms onto
a small platform on the 85th floor.
“When I found myself safe,” John
said, “I knew I was very lucky. I
wanted to live. I was outside the
windows of an office and I knocked
on a window.”

“] thought I was dreaming.”

Bill Steckman works for a television
company. He said, “One week ago
I was working in my office. I heard
anoise. I looked up and I sawa man
knocking on the outside of the
window. IthoughtI was dreaming.
Notmany people come into my office
through the window on the 85th
floor.”
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“It’s good to be alive!”
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John Helms is a happy man now. He
told us, “It’s Christmas time and
people are very kind. Lots of people
want to help me. Now I have lots of
friends and perhaps 1 will sell a
painting. It’s good to be alive!”
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READING TASKS :

He went up to the 86th floor of the building.
He knocked on the window of an office.
John came to New York.

He jumped.

He is happy to be alive.

He was lonely and unhappy.

The wind blew him onto a platform.
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He said a prayer.

s story is 'JOHN'S JUMP".
ore headlines. Which ones

1. A LUCKY MAN AT CHRISTMAS

2. A TERRIBLE ACCIDENT

3. HOLIDAYS IN SCOTLAND

4. GOOD TO BE ALIVE

5. HE JUMPED - AND SURVIVED!

6. BILL STECKMAN'S SURPRISING VISITOR
7. AN ADVENTURE IN CHICAGO

8. LONELY ARTIST JUMPS FROM BUILDING
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